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always have a great time watching the 
girls choose pumpkins, enjoy cider 
donuts, and take in all the fun fall ac-
tivities. 

I am proud to represent Louisburg 
resident Joe Steffy of Poppin’ Joe’s 
Gourmet Kettle Korn, started in 2005. 
As a young man with Down syndrome 
and autism, Joe has testified before 
Congress as a small-business leader, 
and I had the pleasure of meeting him 
on Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Speaker, these small businesses 
are just two examples of what makes 
Louisburg great. Congratulations to 
Louisburg, and I look forward to an-
other great 150 years. 

f 

TAX PLAN GOOD FOR OUR 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we 
heard last week about $1,000 being 
crumbs and how the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act doesn’t really mean anything for 
normal people. 

Where I come from, this means a lot 
to people. $100 bills and $50 bills adding 
up to $1,000 is real money to real peo-
ple, maybe not in San Francisco, but in 
my district and a lot of places in this 
country. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is work-
ing. These dollars are coming home. I 
just read today that Apple is going to 
repatriate billions of dollars and pay 
$38 billion of new taxes because they 
see a fair tax rate, and they want to 
come back and reinvest in America 
once again. That is $38 billion for the 
good of the economy that may not 
have come back home, but now will, 
because now we have a tax rate that is 
friendly to the people who provide jobs 
and make the economy happen in this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know anybody 
who would step over a dollar instead of 
stopping to pick it up. These aren’t 
crumbs on the ground. These are the 
things that make America strong again 
and our economy good again. They are 
not just merely crumbs that elitists in 
San Francisco or coastal counties in 
California think don’t mean anything. 
We are on the right track with this. 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will mean 
more for Americans and their pocket-
books, lower taxes, and a better econ-
omy. 

f 

DACA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CASTRO) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-

vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

speak tonight on the issue of the DACA 
program. 

In 2012, President Obama issued an 
executive action to allow 800,000 young 
people, known as DACA kids, to remain 
in the United States. These are young 
immigrants who were brought here at 
an early age by their parents, people 
who had no choice in whether to come 
to the United States, but, for many, 
this is the only home and only Nation 
they have ever known. 

These young people now face the 
threat of deportation if Congress does 
not act as soon as possible. And cer-
tainly, by March 5, 800,000 young people 
will become subject to deportation. Al-
ready, there has been a cost to Con-
gress’ inaction. Every day, 122 of these 
folks become subject to deportation. 

We all understand in this body the 
long history of immigration to the 
United States and the incredible con-
tributions that immigrants from 
around the world have made to our Na-
tion. These are people from Germany, 
Ireland, Latin America, Africa, and 
Asia. From literally every corner of 
the globe, people have come here lend-
ing their talents, their energy, their 
creativity, and their passion to making 
sure that the United States remains 
the greatest Nation on Earth. That is 
the case with the DACA kids. 

Today, I am joined by several of my 
colleagues who are going to share some 
stories about DACA recipients, their 
lives, and the contributions they are 
making in our American communities 
and in American life. 

But before I yield to my first col-
league, I want to run through, for a 
minute, the requirements for somebody 
to be a DACA recipient. This has some-
times been, obviously, a very pas-
sionate, sometimes heated debate 
about what should happen with the 
DACA recipients and whether the Con-
gress should even commit itself to 
coming up with a DACA solution. 
Whether it is people making comments 
on television or sometimes comments 
you read online, it is clear that there is 
a lot of misinformation out there— 
sometimes, willful misinformation— 
about who these people are. 

So I want to read real quickly the re-
quirements for somebody to be a DACA 
recipient. 

b 1815 
First, they were under the age of 31 

as of June 15, 2012. 
Second, they came to the United 

States before reaching their 16th birth-
day. 

Third, they have continuously re-
sided in the United States since June 
15, 2007, up to the present time. 

Fourth, they were physically present 
in the United States on June 15, 2012, 

and at the time of making the request 
for consideration of deferred action 
with USCIS. 

Fifth, they had no lawful status on 
June 15, 2012. 

Sixth, they are currently in school, 
have graduated or obtained a certifi-
cate of completion from high school, 
have obtained a general equivalency 
development—GED—certificate, or are 
an honorably discharged veteran of the 
Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

And, seventh, they have not been 
convicted of a felony, significant mis-
demeanor, or three or more mis-
demeanors, and did not otherwise pose 
a threat to national security or public 
safety. 

This addresses two of the common 
questions or, sometimes, criticisms 
that you hear about the DACA pro-
gram, which, first, is the idea that 
some of these folks are criminals. Well, 
it makes very clear in these require-
ments that that cannot be the case. 

And then, second, this idea that, hey, 
these folks, if they wanted to, they 
could have just become citizens. Again, 
number five was: had no lawful status 
on June 15, 2012, when the program 
commenced. 

These are energetic, hardworking 
folks that we can be very proud of who 
are making significant contributions 
to American society. 

Congress must act—and we should 
act this week—to come up with a 
DACA solution, to make sure that no 
more of these kids are subject to depor-
tation, that their lives are no longer 
left in the balance, and that their fu-
tures are secure. These are folks who 
are in college, who have graduated and 
have gone into different fields, dif-
ferent professions, teachers and many 
other different professions that are rep-
resented by the DACA students now. 
Congress must act to make sure that 
they can stay in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. 
BARRAGÁN). 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, the DREAMers issue, 
DACA recipients, is very personal for 
me. My district is 70 percent Latino, 
and I have an estimated 8,000 DACA re-
cipients. I also have a cousin who is a 
recipient of DACA. 

It is heartbreaking to hear the sto-
ries of recipients who are living in un-
certainty, living in fear, and who tell 
you firsthand of the sense of urgency 
that they feel. It is a sense of urgency 
that, frankly, I don’t feel is happening 
here in Congress. 

Now, I will talk to my colleagues 
across the aisle, and they will tell me: 
‘‘I support a solution. I want to do 
something to help DACA recipients.’’ 
But we can’t get a vote. The leadership 
will not give us a vote on the Dream 
Act. They won’t give us a vote on any 
legislation that involves DACA. 

Just today, we had White House 
Chief of Staff Kelly come in to meet 
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